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Pargaien Janmajey (india)

Going for a 500 km ride at midnight.

THRH REHBETFEY

| have ridden many different types of bikes such as
sports bikes, cruisers, adventure tourers in many
different terrains and climates of India. | will tell you a bit
about my adventures and give some advice.

The first thing | did before setting out to
ride was deciding my gear and checking my
bike. Before setting out to ride, | check my
brakes, brake oil, tire pressure, battery
functionality, clutch smoothness, headlight
and taillights, indicators and anything | can
possibly think of. My gear, tools and luggage
would vary depending on the place | went to.
When | was riding near my native place in
the Himalayas, | packed, in descending order
of importance: first aid box (always keep
some first aid supplies with you); proper
riding clothes and footwear, since it can rain

at any moment in the Himalayas and foot traction is necessary; food and water;
and spare clothes depending on the duration of the ride. | also distributed my
load evenly so that | could lean on corners without the fear of falling due to

imbalance.

Most of the places | went to had
excellent cell phone coverage, unless |
were in the middle of big mountains which
would block the network. After google
maps, people were a secondary navigation
tool for me. Fellow bikers also helped me

OUt COUHUGSS tlmeS |t |S 8|W8y8 bettel' tO Greeted by horses in the lower H|ma|ayas
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be on the safe side and download offline maps on your phone before going to
places with little to no network connectivity.

You will meet all kinds of people on your ride. Whether it was highway riding or
off-road trail riding, | met many different and interesting people. In the south of
India, | was greeted by an old lady whom
| had asked for directions. She was very
happy that 2 young men from the north
of India were out exploring her native
place and fed me and my friend lunch
free of cost! One other time, | was riding
about 200 kilometers from my home
and at a highway rest stop, | saw a
bunch of guys on Harleys who turned
out to be alumni of my high school.
Since we were going in the same direction, we swapped our bikes for some
distance. It is important to have an open mind because only then will you be able
to enjoy every moment and calmly face any difficulties.

Found a great place to rest next to a lake.

| almost always have the throttle to a maximum and on highways, | rarely go
below 120kmph. Despite this, | have never been in an accident because | follow
basic safety guidelines which are now etched into my mind. Following proper
traffic rules is the holy grail of riding. | have had many punctures in my tires while
riding but after the third puncture or so, | started keeping a basic puncture kit on
me as well.

One of my favourite things about riding long distance was eating different
kinds of food. In India apart from modern restaurants, we have traditional
roadside restaurants called “Dhaaba (4—/\)" where the food varies with the
location. You will not find such tasty local cuisine anywhere else. | used to eat
so much that | would doze off at the “Dhaaba” for an hour after eating.

The weather is your friend! Adverse weather conditions can be scary to some




Me crossing a hill because the road was
damaged in a landslide.

Bad Road and weather conditions.

and seductive to others. | personally love
riding in heavy rain and hail, no matter the
consequences, but | also slow down to an
appropriate speed. Weather can tell you
when you should stop, or it can be your
hint to be brave and do something you
haven’t before. | recommend advancing
one step at a time, slowly getting better at
riding in adverse weather. However, DO
NOT RIDE ON ICE! That is the biggest red
flag in the history of red flags.

Lastly, enjoy. You only live once so try
different food, take a different road, stay in
a shabby and third-rate hotel for a change,
sleep in a tent on the side of the road,
meet new people. Basically, do the things
you wouldn’t normally do. Riding is like a
journey of self-discovery and can be a

great stress reliever.

My buddy (wearing Crocs ™), next to my bike in the Western hills of India.
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My Job-hunting in Japan

Li Dingrui (ZT 1% China)
THRFR BRI EW

| am Li Dingrui, a first year graduate student in the
graduate school of Engineering, specializing in Intelligent
Systems. After completing my undergraduate degree, |
worked for a while in a national construction company in
China. However, feeling unsatisfied with the job, and
facing challenges such as time zone differences and cultural disparities in
Europe, | decisively quit my job. | then chose to pursue my interest in artificial
intelligence in Japan, a subject I've been interested in since childhood. One
advantage of studying science and engineering at my university is the ability to
communicate with professors in English, rendering my Japanese language skills
nearly irrelevant. Nonetheless, learning the local language is paramount,
regardless of the country.

The primary reason for studying in Japan was to switch careers and find my ideal
job. Thus, | started job hunting according to Japanese traditions, albeit
somewhat confusedly at first.

The concept of job hunting was first introduced to me by Chinese classmates,
who emphasized the importance of summer internships. However, possibly due to
laziness and unfamiliarity with Japanese processes, | missed the opportunity for
a summer internship. Then, in the latter half of my M1 semester, after attending
several information sessions, | gained a better understanding of the entire
process. At that time, my Japanese was not yet at a conversational level. So, it
was a challenging semester, juggling my research project, learning Japanese,
practicing speaking and listening, preparing for the N2 exam, and gathering all
information related to job hunting. Although | had a rough idea of the job hunting
process, the systems in Japan and China are vastly different, making progress
bumpy.

Starting with the simplest task, the Entry Sheet (ES), | filled out about more than
30 times. Each company has its format, but they are guite similar and often ask
why you want to work for them. Of course, | need a job to earn money and their



company is not bad, but you can't say that. You need to show that you are
indispensable to each company (even though Japanese companies know you've
applied to dozens and have the same words for each) and that you align with
their corporate culture and spirit. Then we come to the web test, which is
particularly challenging for international students, with its difficult Japanese
language component, math problems (something like a brain teasers), and
lengthy personality tests (the scariest part is if you want to match each
company, you have to answer with different personalities for each). Following
that, the most exciting part: the interviews. My first interview was with Sony for a
winter internship, my top choice, but it was also my first interview. My Japanese
was not fluent, and | was extremely nervous (it was the first time | spoke so
much Japanese; | had prepared dozens of pages of notes around my computer,
simultaneous translation and even two bottle of water). | could see a red blob in
the video conference window (my face, red with nervousness). As expected, it
didn't go well. After that, | felt demoralized for a while, not wanting to face the
tedious processes and complicated formats. But what was the purpose of
coming to Japan? Would returning to China make things any better? Or should |
just settle for less?

Thank you very much for your application for our new graduate recruliment
Afer carahul and h ideration based on our policy, we regret to inform you that your application for this year's selection has been unsuccesshul

4 YREA—Tl, EROCIETOCER. BEAPCENEEANT I ENTEELL,
BEAWLEZAEE2REEAES R ENAER, SERATESAMSESCREALNERLAYELE.,

Now, I'm still going through the process of submitting resumes, and although |
haven't made it to a second-round interview yet, | feel like I'm getting the hang of
it. The main round of job offers starts in March, and | hope a company will spot
my potential by mistake.

The biggest harvest from this period is the significant improvement in my
Japanese skills (although | still struggle with fast and lengthy speech). Job
hunting in Japan is truly a headache, especially for international students like me
who were unprepared; it's like a hellish difficulty level. But | also believe many
international students have made extensive preparations, are fluent in Japanese,
and excel in other areas. Regardless, it's important to persevere and keep
pushing forward; perhaps this is part of what's referred to as "—&®& & " in
Japanese culture.
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A Culinary Journey: Unveiling the Secrets of Butter Chicken

Ajay Agarwal (India)
TR A RRRT HER

Butter chicken, also known as Murgh Makhani, is a
crown jewel of Indian cuisine. Its creamy texture,
vibrant tomato gravy, and succulent pieces of chicken
tantalize taste buds worldwide. But where did this
delectable dish originate? The exact origin story
remains shrouded in a delightful layer of mystery, with several interesting
theories vying for culinary credit.

Tale 1: The Legacy of the Mughals

One theory traces butter chicken's roots back to the Mughal Empire, a period
known for its rich culinary traditions. The Mughals, who ruled India from the
16th to the 19th century, were skilled at incorporating spices and aromatic
ingredients into their dishes. Some believe butter chicken might be an
evolution of dishes like Korma, which share similarities in the use of yogurt
and creamy textures.

Tale 2: The Butter Chicken Revolution

Anaother theory points towards the iconic Moti Mahal restaurant in Delhi in the
1950s. Kundan Lal Jaggi, the restaurant's founder, is credited with creating
butter chicken by accident. The story goes that leftover tandoori chicken was
simmered in a creamy tomato gravy, resulting in the now-famous Murgh
Makhani. While the truth might be debatable, Moti Mahal undeniably played a
significant role in popularizing butter chicken across India.

Figure 1. (Left to Right) Kundan Lal Jaggi, and the first Moti Mahal restaurant (New Delhi, India)



Figure 2. The Dish that started it all - Butter Chicken, as often served in India

The Essence of Butter Chicken: Ingredients and Technigues

Regardless of its origin story, butter chicken's magic lies in its perfect
balance of flavors and textures. Here's a breakdown of the key ingredients and
steps involved in creating this delicious dish:

@® Chicken: Traditionally, bone-in chicken pieces are preferred, as they add
richness to the gravy. However, boneless chicken thighs can be used as a
substitute.

@® Yogurt: Yogurt acts as a marinade for the chicken, tenderizing it and
adding a subtle tanginess to the dish.

@ Tomatoes: Ripe tomatoes form the base of the gravy, providing a vibrant
red color and a touch of sweetness.

@ Spices: A symphony of spices is what truly defines butter chicken. Ground
coriander, cumin, garam masala, and a touch of chilli powder create a warm,

aromatic flavor profile.

@ Butter and Cream: The stars of the show, butter and cream, contribute to
the dish's signature richness and creamy texture.

The Culinary Canvas: Step-by-Step Guide -

1. Marinate the Chicken: Combine yogurt, lemon juice, ginger-garlic paste,
and spices to create a marinade. Coat the chicken pieces in this mixture and
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let it rest for at least 30 minutes, allowing the flavors to infuse.

2. Cook the Chicken: You can either pan-fry, grill, or bake the chicken pieces
until cooked through. Traditionally, tandoori chicken is used, but any cooking
method that yields tender chicken will work.

3. Prepare the Gravy: Sauté onions, ginger, and garlic in butter until
softened. Add tomato puree or finely chopped tomatoes and cook until the
mixture thickens and releases its ail.

4. Spice Symphony: Introduce the ground spices and simmer for a few
minutes, allowing the aromas to bloom.

5. Creamy Embrace: Pour in cream or a combination of cream and milk.
Adjust the consistency of the gravy to your preference - some like it thicker,
while others prefer a more pourable consistency.

6. Bringing it Together: Add the cooked chicken pieces to the simmering
gravy and let them simmer for a few minutes to allow the flavors to meld.

7. Finishing Touches: Garnish with a dollop of butter, a sprinkle of kasuri
methi, and chopped fresh coriander leaves for a burst of color and aroma.

Beyond the Recipe: Variations and Accompaniments

The beauty of butter chicken lies in its adaptability. Here are some variations
you can explore:

@ Spicy Butter Chicken: Increase the amount of chili powder for a fiery kick.

@ Butter Chicken Tikka Masala: Add a touch of garam masala and kasuri
methi to the gravy for a distinct flavor profile.

@ Butter Chicken with Bell Peppers: Diced bell peppers add a delightful
sweetness and textural contrast.




Apart from these, Butter Chicken also has many regional flavors as depicted
in the images below. All credit one of India” s most famous chef, who has also
appeared on MasterChef India - Chef Ranveer Brar !

MILLION+
VIEWS
-

Figure 3. (Top to Bottom, Left to Right). Bihari Butter Chicken from state of Bihar (North India),
Hyderabadi Butter Chicken from state of Telagan (South India), and the classic Butter Chicken,
as served in Lucknow (the city which the author calls “home”), Uttar Pradesh (North India)

Butter chicken pairs beautifully with various accompaniments:

@ Basmati Rice: The fluffy texture of basmati rice perfectly complements the
rich gravy.

@® Naan or Roti: These soft Indian flatbreads are ideal for scooping up the
delicious gravy

So there you have it! With a bit of practice and this guide as your culinary
compass, you'll be whipping up restaurant-guality butter chicken in no time,
with a knowledge of this famous dish Japan loves. Remember, while the recipe
provides a framework, don't be afraid to experiment! Adjust the spice levels to
your preference, add your own creative touches, and most importantly, have
fun in the kitchen. After all, butter chicken is not just a dish; it's a culinary
journey waiting to be explored. So, fire up your stove, gather your loved ones,
and prepare to embark on a delicious adventure with the magic of butter
chicken!
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20230527 Campus Festival Kimono Circle

20230527 XZK TbDY—I)



20230722 RZ k1T BFiEsF

30



31

2030807 Mikuni Sunset Beach Swimming
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Ajay Agarwal (India)
TR A RERTHEK

Hello, world :)

My name is Ajay. | am a Master’ s student in Information Science at UFukui. | enjoyed
designing the cover of the magazine. This was a completely new foray to work in, and |
hope you liked the cover :)

In the vibrant dance of form and color, this design presents a harmonious symphony captured upon the canvas of
a magazine cover. The theme of this design is “transient gradience” . It reflects how the colors around us often
mix with the colors of our own life to create a unigue tint, filling our transient experience of a place/situation/
person with a sense of season - for some cold, for others warm. Just like the transience of season, these feelings
change, often for good. It reminds us, to be courageous, brave, and appreciate the rainy days with the same smile
and empathy as the cold nights and sunny noons !

| hope that all my fellow peers will appreciate the gradient hues they see in this artwork, and reflect how similarly
their stay in Fukui has colored their life and personality in a unigue, distinctive, and beautiful shade ! | also hope
for the best and wish good luck to my fellow lab mates (and all those students) who graduated this month !
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