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The Difficulties in Interpreting Unknown Sino-Japanese Verbs for Advanced Learners of

Japanese from non-Kanji Cultures: The Influence of the “Suru” Verb on the Inference.

Kuwabara Yoko

The purpose of this research is to investigate the factors contributing difficulties in interpreting
an unknown Sino-Japanese verb by advanced learners of Japanese. The results showed the
following four factors:

(1) The Kanji compound does not contain the type of Kanji which have “verbness”.

(2) The Kanji compound contains the type of Kanji which is easy to associate with usage as an affix.
(3) The Kanji compound contains the type of Kanji which is derived from other Kanji compounds.
(4) The learners have misunderstandings concerning word formation of the Kanji compound.

This paper analyzed errors stemming from (1) to (3). Furthermore, this paper also analyzed how a

“Suru” verb can influence these errors.

Keywords: Sino-Japanese verb composed of two Kanji (Chinese characters) , interpreting an

unknown word, advanced learner of Japanese from non-Kanji cultures





