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A Longitudinal Analysis for Vocabulary Acquisition by Beginning Japanese Learners

KUWABARA Yoko

The present study investigated the acquisition of the word for a long-term continuous
period. The participants were five beginning Japanese learners who were studying at Fukui
University. Vocabulary tests were conducted about twice a week over period of 105 days
(including a winter holiday). The test consisted of forty words; 20 were from newly-learned
and 20 were from already-learned words. The results indicated that the acquisition patterns
of newly-learned words are different from already-learned words. The cluster analysis
further revealed that some students could acquire word consistently well while a few
students experienced some difficulties. In addition, the difficulties of grammar items the
students were learning at the same time seemed to have some influence on the score of

vocabulary test.
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